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student. Whether such a book is valuable to the student in a class is not so certain, 
but as Professor Tolman says, after he has suggested various methods of uses, he does 
not care how it is used so long as it is used in an interesting and practical way. 

The Ontario High School English Grammar. By O. J. Stevenson. Toronto : 

Canada Publishing Co., 1911. Pp. vi+276. $0.45. 

The Ontario High School English Grammar is an unusual grammar in several 
particulars. Its most notable quality is its logical construction. The method of 
presentation is synthetic; it begins with words and proceeds to words in combination, 
their relations to each other and their inflections. Although this is not the natural 
order for a student who is using the language as his own, it probably insures greater 
ease of comprehension. The most praiseworthy thing about the book is the fact that 
it accepts the English language as it is used today in speaking and writing, and not as 
it would be if it conformed to certain established traditions of grammar, and it syste- 
matizes this usage in the most sensible way. The grammar of other languages and the 
historical antecedents of present-day English are referred to only when they furnish the 
logical explanation of a form that would otherwise appear quite erratic. These 
explanations, when they are given, are quite full and accurate. The writers are more 
nearly unprejudiced than are the writers of any other grammar that the writer of this 
review is familiar with. 

The only place in the book where the facts of the language are not reported truly 
is in the chapter that deals with the subjunctive. Here the conventional treatment 
of the subject has had its influence. The grammar has yet to be written that gives 
an unprejudiced account of the subjunctive as it appears in the best written production 
of the day. Another fault of the book is the illogicality of its definitions. Many 
of those given do not cover the ground, and some fail to distinguish contrasted forms. 
This is not, however, a serious fault, as the examples are so carefully chosen that they 
make the points clear. 

The grammar is of unusual merit. It is a distinct improvement over the ordinary 
high-school textbook. 

Frank G. Tompkins 

The University of Michigan 



Nature Sketches in Temperate America. By Joseph Lane Hancock. Chicago: 
A. C. McClurg & Co., 1911. Pp. xviii+451. With 12 colored plates and 
215 figures. 

It is refreshing to find a piece of work so full of simply stated first-hand observa- 
tions as is this book. Dr. Hancock for a long time has been a continuous and careful 
field-worker, and his liking for the out-of-doors, his keenness of observation, and his 
enthusiasm in seeking the truth about living things of all kinds have stimulated those 
who have had the privilege of going afield with him. The infectious enthusiasm of 
the author is constant throughout his book and should serve to give a genuine scien- 
tific interest in nature to many readers. The author believes that "it may be more 
agreeable to present the subject sometimes from the artistic or aesthetic point of view," 
and, while the truth of nature should not be sacrificed, it should be so presented "that 
it may reach a wider circle, thereby serving a greater usefulness." The style of the 
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book and the illustrations, among which are some fine colored plates, help materially 
to give a literary and artistic presentation. 

In chap, i, on "Evolution and Natural Selection," there is a general statement 
of leading theories regarding some of the aspects of evolution. Chaps, ii to vi deal 
respectively with "Adaptations in Animals and Plants," "Protective Resemblance," 
"Mimicry," "Warning Colors, Terrifying Markings, and Other Protective Devices," 
and "Animal Behavior." The form of statement of these chapter-headings and the 
discussion in these chapters give evidence of a belief in purposeful adaptation in 
plants and animals, a point of view now seriously questioned by biologists. In 
chap, vii methods of working in the field are presented under the heading, " General 
Observations and Sketches Afield"; and in chap, viii there is given an "Interpreta- 
tion of Environment as Exemplified in the Orthoptera." As illustration in this review 
the last chapter will be treated more fully. 

In the author's study of the relation between the orthoptera and their environ- 
ment he has made use of previous botanical work, which in this regard is in advance 
of zoological work. It has long been known that as regions change, the types of 
plant life change, and in some cases it has been known that animal life changes in the 
same way. The nature of these changes in physical factors and the accompanying 
or immediately following changes in plant and animal life offer some of the best 
problems in evolution, and Dr. Hancock's interpretation of an environment through 
a study of insect life is an important contribution to our knowledge of regional 
animal evolution. Although animals often range widely throughout the year, their 
real home is regarded as being the place where they breed and rear their young. Upon 
this basis of classification the region studied is divided by the author into fifteen 
groups. In wet-ground regions, twenty-one species of locusts and five species of 
crickets live; in medium-dry ground, twenty-eight species of locusts, three of grass- 
hoppers, and eleven of crickets find their homes; in dry sand, eleven species of locusts 
and one of cricket thrive; in rocky environment, two species of cockroaches were the 
only orthopterous inhabitants; old wood is a home for two species of cockroaches, 
two of locusts, and two of crickets; human residences furnish homes for four species 
of cockroaches and one of cricket; standing grass is inhabited by eleven species of 
grasshoppers; shrubs are inhabited by three species of katydids, two of grasshoppers, 
and five of crickets. In each of these and of the other habitats there are forms of 
orthoptera that are peculiar to it. To the ordinary observer these habitats look much 
alike; also the orthopterous life seems much the same in each. But to the student, 
as shown in this book, each habitat is a distinctly different thing, and the insect life 
shows equally clearly marked character both in form and habit. Here, and all through 
the book, there are contained most interesting, sometimes startling, descriptions 
of the life habits of the insects discussed. 



The School of Education 
The University of Chicago 



O. W. Caldweix 



The New Europe, 1780-1889. By Reginald W. Jeffery. Boston: Houghton 

Mifflin Co., ion. Pp. xvi+401. $2.50. 

The title of Professor Jeffery's volume promises more than the contents fulfil. 
Over one-third of the book is devoted to the French Revolution and the Napoleonic 
wars, and the period from 1815 to 1866 occupies most of the remaining space. Only 



